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Hawaii Ranks 9th State in Nation for LEED Green Building  

Washington, D.C. — (Feb. 18, 2014) — Today, the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) released its 
ranking of the Top 10 States for LEED, on which the state of Hawaii placed ninth. 

The list highlights the regions around the country that are at the forefront of the movement for sustainable 
building design, construction and operation. Utilizing less energy and water, LEED-certified spaces save 
money for families, businesses and taxpayers; reduce carbon emissions; and contribute to a healthier 
environment for residents, workers and the larger community.   

"Hawaii’s recognition as one of the Top 10 States for LEED buildings speaks volumes about the vigorous 
and progressive actions taken by our government, education, hospitality and military communities," said 
Gov. Neil Abercrombie. "The state is committed to fulfilling its clean energy goals, and I applaud all of 
those involved for their continued commitment toward energy efficiency." 
 
“In the face of the extraordinary global challenge of climate change, our national imperative to create 
resource-efficient and cost-effective green buildings has never been greater,” said Rick Fedrizzi, 
president, CEO and founding chair, USGBC. “Hawaii has a strong base of dedicated individuals who are 
using LEED to transform its built infrastructure into high-performing spaces that promote the health of our 
planet and the people who use these buildings each and every day.” 

"The USGBC Hawaii Chapter is both very excited and very proud to have Hawaii ranked in the Top 10 
States for LEED building nationwide,” said Jason Selley, president, USGBC Hawaii Chapter. “There is a 
deep connection both culturally and spiritually to the preservation and stewardship of our beautiful state. 
LEED has played a fundamental role in helping guide the responsible development of a higher performing 
built environment throughout the islands, and with a very large amount of new growth currently under 
way, we thank all those that have made the commitment to pursue LEED certification." 
 
The per-capita list is based on 2010 U.S. Census data and includes commercial and institutional green 
building projects that were certified throughout 2013. Hawaii certified 17 projects representing 2,323,379 
square feet of real estate, or 1.71 square feet per resident, in 2013. 
 
USGBC calculates the list using per-capita figures as a measure of the human element of green building, 
allowing for a fair comparison of the level of green building taking place among states with significant 
differences in population and, accordingly, number of overall buildings. 

A few notable projects that certified in Hawaii in 2013 include:  
 

• Aulani, A Disney Resort & Spa in Kapolei, the largest certified project in the state, LEED Silver 
• Punahou School Omidyar K-1 Neighborhood in Honolulu, LEED Gold 
• Kaiakea Fire Station in Kapaa, LEED Silver 
• Maui Community College Science Building in Kaului, LEED Gold 
• Kawailoa Wind Project Operations and Maintenance Building in Haleiwa, LEED Silver 
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• Windward Community College Library & Learning Center in Kaneohe, LEED Silver 
• Hickam Air Force Base F-22 low observable composite repair facility, designed by USGBC 

Platinum member CH2M Hill, LEED Gold 
 
The full ranking of the top 10 states includes:  

Rank State 
Projects 

certified in 
2013 

Square feet LEED 
certified in 2013 Per-capita square footage 

1 Illinois 171 29,415,284 2.29 

2 Maryland 119 12,696,429 2.20 

3 Virginia 160 16,868,693 2.11 

4 Massachusetts 101 13,684,430 2.09 

5 (tie) New York 259 37,839,395 1.95 

5 (tie) California 595 72,729,476 1.95 

6 Oregon 47 6,991,942 1.83 

7 North Carolina 133 17,183,099 1.80 

8 Colorado 124 8,894,187 1.77 

9 Hawaii 17 2,323,379 1.71 

10 Minnesota 51 8,205,155 1.55 

* Washington, D.C. 106 19,524,216 32.45 

*Washington, D.C., is not ranked as it is a federal district, not a state. 
 
Collectively, 1,777 commercial and institutional projects became LEED certified within the top 10 states in 
2013, representing 226.8 million square feet of real estate. Worldwide, 4,642 projects were certified in 
2013, representing 596.8 million square feet.  

More than 20,000 projects representing 2.9 billion square feet of space have been LEED-certified 
worldwide, with another 37,000 projects representing 7.6 billion square feet in the pipeline for certification.  
 
USGBC launched LEED v4, the newest version of the rating system, in the fall of 2013. The latest version 
continues to raise the bar for the entire green building industry, which McGraw-Hill Construction projects 
could be worth up to $248 billion in the U.S. by 2016. LEED v4 features increased technical rigor; new 
market sector adaptations for data centers, warehouses and distribution centers, hospitality, existing 
schools, existing retail, and midrise residential projects; and a simplified submittal process supported by a 
robust and intuitive technology platform. 
 

### 
 
About the U.S. Green Building Council 
 
The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is committed to a prosperous and sustainable future through 
cost-efficient and energy-saving green buildings. USGBC works toward its mission of market 



 

 

transformation through its LEED green building program, robust educational offerings, a nationwide 
network of chapters and affiliates, the annual Greenbuild International Conference & Expo, the Center for 
Green Schools and advocacy in support of public policy that encourages and enables green buildings and 
communities. For more information, visit usgbc.org, explore the Green Building Information Gateway 
(GBIG) and connect on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn. 

About LEED 

The U.S. Green Building Council's LEED green building certification system is the foremost program for 
the design, construction, maintenance and operations of green buildings. Every day, more than 1.5 million 
square feet of space is certified using LEED. More than 57,000 commercial and institutional projects are 
currently participating in LEED, comprising 10.5 billion square feet of construction space in 147 countries 
and territories. In addition, more than 50,000 residential units have been certified under the LEED for 
Homes rating system. Learn more at usgbc.org/LEED.  
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